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Introduction Results

Figure 1 : Comparison of ASCAT and NWP wind gradients. Figure 3: Latitude profiles of bulk and tail J* and components: %52 Figure 6: As in Fig 3, but for all months: Winter (blue)

Wind gradients calculated from scatterometer :

oceangvector winds are useful in identifying the All fields in columns 1 and 2 are scaled according to the 98th percentile of (convergence and pure divergence), ls2, and %C 2. The signature of the 2{23;?:;? (red). The signature of the ITCZ can be
footprint of Mesoscale Convective Systems the ASCAT observations. ITCZ can be clearly seen. | .

(MCSs), the "seeds" of tropical cyclones, and The difference maps (column 3) are scaled to their own 98th percentile to Winter and Summer <Jt%lil>¢ = 3@%”'1 + St%lil + Ct%zil>¢
where frontogenesis happens. highlight regions of maximum discrepancy.
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A recent study [1] of ASCAT winds 1n the
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