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Cyclone statistics from OPC extratropical cyclone
database

Comparison of QuikSCAT and CCMP and ECMWF
wind composite
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7 yr average number of
extratropical cyclones
observed (contoured)
with hurricane force
winds for the years 2001
- 2008
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m Gulf mGreenlandTip = GreenlandSea mLabrador m OpenOcean
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Conclusions

* North Atlantic cyclones:
— Longest lived in Greenland Sea
— Largest wind field in cyclones that stay over open ocean
— Fastest moving cyclones in period between December and February
are Gulf stream cyclones
* Problems with CCMP winds in Greenland Sea?

e QuikSCAT winds somewhat higher than CCMP

— QUuIKSCAT data processed with JPL 2006 model function that
probably overestimates high wind

— Overall agreement between CCMP and QuikSCAT wind field in open
ocean and Gulf stream cyclones

— Land impact on cyclones very apparent within Greenland see
composites

THANK YOU
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